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Dr Geoffrey Sparrow was a well liked and respected doctor in the Horsham area and a 
devoted huntsman - in his autobiography Foxes and Physic he states ñin such an 
atmosphere of red coats, horses, hounds, terriers and old sporting prints on the wall I 
became thoroughly soaked in the tradition of fox hunting and have always held old 
Jorrocksô opinion that all time not spent in hunting is wastedò; he was also a talented 
caricaturist.  

Sparrow was born in Devon in 1887. He studied medicine at Cambridge and St 
Bartholomewôs Hospital, London. He said that going into medicine was ñsomething had to 
be chosenéI was offered the law, medicine or the church: didnôt like an uncle who was a 
solicitor, so that was out; our par son was rather stout and greasy and preached long and 
dull sermons, and away with that, so there remained medicine.ò 

Sparrow served with distinction as a Surgeon Lieutenant in the First World War. He was 
awarded the Military Cross along with a number of ot her medals; although he wrote about 
his military experiences, he never gave the reason why he was awarded the MC. After the 
Great War, he moved to Horsham and at the age of 53 , served again in the Second World 
War in both Europe and Africa.  

In the post wa r years Dr Sparrow was a prolific sketcher, caricaturist, print maker and 
watercolour artist, his subjects largely involv ed hunting scenes. His fame as an artist 
spread, and though people knew of his medical background, few knew about his war 
record and achievements. The Imperial War Museum, London now has his First World War 
diaries in their collections illustrated by Sparrow with comic sketches.  

Dr Sparrow died in 1969. 

 
 

1999.382 20th century (1955-1965) aquatint engraving by 
Geoffrey Sparrow; titled 'Feeding Hounds'; 
signed óEngraving in Aquatint by Geoffrey 
Sparrow, A R E'. 
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1998.2649 
2001.3845 
1998.2648 

20th century (1955-1965) print of Tommy 
Grantham's stable; original artist Geoffrey 
Sparrow; 20th century (1941-1970) print; recto 
'Tommy's Stables' and signed 'Geoffrey 
Sparrow'; 20th century (1950 -1960) print; text 
óTommyôs Stables' with a small drawing of a 
running fox; signed recto 'Geoffrey Sparrow'.  

 

   
2005.642.1 20th century (1954) print of a pen and ink 

drawing; artist Geoffrey Sparrow; depicts the 
'Royal Forrester' inn; initialled 'GS'. 

 

   
1980.213 
2001.5369 

Two 20th century prints of Horsham town centre 
from the top of West Street; text one drawing 
'The West Street Nuisance/Horsham'; signed 
'Geoffrey Sparrow A.R.E'. 

 

   
1996.2330 
2001.3812 
 

20th century (1950) pen and ink drawing; 
signed 'GF/50'; title 'The Specialist' and signed 
'Geoffrey Sparrow/50'; also 20th century (1950) 
etched print; signed recto 'GS/50'; text óThe 
Specialist' and signed 'Geoffrey Sparrow'. 

 

   
2008.255 20th century print of an original pen and ink 

drawing; artist Geoffrey Sparrow; signed 'GS. 
Ap.51' and titled 'Chiddingfold'; also pencilled in 
the artist's handwriting, 'No 13' and 'Geoffrey 
Sparrow 51'. 
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2001.5368 20th century pen and ink drawing; portrait of 
Harry Tester; pencilled óTerrier Man to the South 
Downs Hunt; signed 'G Sparrow 48'. 

 

   
2006.84 20th century (1951-1960) pen and wash drawing; 

artist Geoffrey Sparrow; unsigned; titled 'Baggy 
Brown'. 

 

   
2001.3827 20th century (1950-1960) engraving in aquatint of 

a óPunch and Judyô show; signed óGeoffrey 
Sparrow/56'. 

 

   
2001.3832 20th century (1950-1960) watercolour painting; 

artist's notes all round the dog indicate colours to 
use; pencil sketch of a dog's head on right -hand 
side; signed 'G. Sparrow '57'. 
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2001.3852 20th century (1968) etched print; artist Geoffrey 
Sparrow; signed 'G.S'. 

 

   
2001.3829 20th century (1955) engraving in aquatint; text  

'Easier to blow yer 'orse than blow yer 'orn'; 
signed  'Geoffrey Sparrow /55'. 

 

   
2001.3828 20th century (1956) engraving in aquatint; text 

óCapt. Ben Sparrow with Western Hounds at 
Pauls/55'; signed 'Geoffrey Sparrow/56 A.R.E'. 

 

   
2001.3831 20th century (1963) pen and ink drawing; artist 

Geoffrey Sparrow of a carving of the óFox and 
Gooseô in Peterborough Cathedral; postcard 
addressed to Mrs Janet Bourchier with 
handwritten note across one side; signed 'G.S.' 

 

   
2001.3823 20th century (1954) printed Christmas card of a 

pen and ink drawing; text óThe Open Road'; 
signed 'Geoffrey Sparrow '54'. 
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2001.3824 20th century (1967) printed Christmas card; 
signed 'G Sparrow '67'; printed greeting inside 
'Happy Xmas and a helping hand in need' and 
signed Geoffrey Sparrow. 

 

   
2001.3825 20th century (1961) printed Christmas card; 

signed 'G Sparrow/61' recto; inside printed with 
'Greetings from Geoffrey and Margaret Sparrow'. 

 

   
2001.3830 20th century (1960) illustrated postcard addressed 

to Mrs Janet Bourchier; dated 2nd June 1960; pen 
and ink drawing; artist Geoffrey Sparrow; recto 
'Don't say you werenôt told! St. Paddy and Alcens!' 
and signed 'G.S.' 

 

   
2001.3826 20th century (1955) etched; text recto 'To The 

Crawley and Horsham Foot Followers'; signed 
'Geoffrey Sparrow/55' recto. 

 

   
2001.3834 20th century (1951-1960) pen and ink drawing; 

recto 'The Canterbury pilgrims'; signed 'Geoffrey 
Sparrow A R E'. 
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2001.3821 20th century (1962) pen and wash drawing; to 
one side of the painting recto a handwritten letter 
addressed to 'My Dear Janet......'; signed 'G 
Sparrow/62'; artist Geoffrey Sparrow.  

 

   
2001.3818 20th century (1955-1965) etched print of an 

original drawing; recto 'Domestic Bliss' and 
'Geoffrey Sparrow, A R E'; also initialled 'GS'. 

 

   
2001.3819 20th century (1955) etched; initialled 'G S' and 

dated '/55' recto; text óStrong Opposition' and 
signed 'Geoffrey Sparrow'. 

 

   
2001.3820 20th century (1955-1960) letter illustrated with 

pen and wash drawings of a long ticket queue at 
Victoria Station, London; signed by 'GS'; artist 
Geoffrey Sparrow; he has drawn a caricature of 
himself at the end of the queue carrying his 
pictures under his arm. 
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2001.3817 20th century (1955-1965) pen and ink drawing; 
artist Geoffrey Sparrow; initialled 'GS' recto; 
handwritten note óI know you like drawings of still 
life, so here it is! The end of my bed; dogs, cats, 
bread chunks and tobacco ash! Pretty squalid!' 

 

   
2001.3811 20th century (1955-1965) etched print; text recto 

'Dear Janet, You must excuse the seeming?  ?  
but I can't help saying you certainly  have SOME 
fine points, Yours Geoffrey Sparrow'. 

 

   
2001.3816 20th century (1958) etching; initialled 'G S /58' 

recto; signed recto 'Geoffrey Sparrow'; 'A 
Steeplechaser - Full Sail' recto. 

 

   
2001.3813 20th century (1958) etched print with pencille d 

caricature on the mount; initialled recto 'GS/58'; 
signed óGeoffrey Sparrow'; title 'The Undertakers'. 
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2001.3815 20th century (1958) etching; initialled 'G S '58' 
recto and 'Highland Mare and Foal; artist Sole 
Hopae'. 

 

   
2001.3814 20th century (1957) etching; initialled recto 

'GS/57'; signed recto óGeoffrey Sparrow/ARE' and 
'The 4 Earth Stoppers of St Buryan - and Terrier'. 

 

   
1981.130.5 20th century (1957) pen and wash drawing; 

handwritten caption 'He's got it all wrong! Hope 
you'll have it all right for Xmas 1957, Geoffrey 
Sparrow'. 

 

   
1981.130.2 20th century (c.1930s) pen and ink drawing; artist 

Geoffrey Sparrow; unsigned. 
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1981.130.3 20th century (c.1930s) pen and ink drawing; artist 
Geoffrey Sparrow; unsigned. 

 

   
1981.130.4 20th century (1940-1957) pen and ink drawing; 

signed 'G Sparrow'; title 'The Terrier Man' recto; 
verso sketch of the terrier and hound.  

 

   
1981.130.6 20th century (1950-1957) print of an original pen 

and wash drawing; caption ' Get Forrard!!ô; signed 
'G Sparrow'; also signed in pencil recto 'G M 
Sparrow, Best Wishes'. 

 

   
1981.130.7 20th century (1945-1955) pen and ink drawing; 

artist Geoffrey Sparrow; unsigned. 
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1981.130.8 20th century (1945) pen and ink drawing; artist 
Geoffrey Sparrow; caption 'For this relief ......' 
(last word missing); initialled 'GS'.  

 

   
1981.130.9 20th century (1945-1955) pen and ink drawing; 

artist Geoffrey Sparrow; unsigned. 

 

   
1981.130.14 20th century (1956) etched print; signed recto 'GS 

56' and in pencil in border 'Geoffrey Sparrow'. 

 

   
1981.130.10 20th century (1934) pen and ink drawing; signed 

recto 'G Sparrow, '34'; caption 'A Boar Badger'. 
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1981.130.12 20th century (1934-1960) pen and ink drawing; 
artist Geoffrey Sparrow; unsigned. 

 

   
1981.130.15 20th century pen and ink drawing; artist Geoffrey 

Sparrow; caption reads 'Illustrating my sentiments 
when I do other people's surgeries'; signed 'G 
Sparrow, 1936'. 

 

   
1981.130.16 20th century pen and ink drawing; Geoffrey 

Sparrow; caption 'My next job'; drawn on an 
envelope; signed 'G Sparrow 1936'. 

 

   
2010.9.3 20th century (1951 -1969) pen and wash drawing; 

artist Geoffrey Sparrow; unsigned; text 'Mrs 
Hedgehog The Char Lady'. 
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2010.9.2 20th century (1951 -1969) pen and wash drawing; 
artist Geoffrey Sparrow; signed 'GS'; text 'Mrs 
Hedgehog'. 

 

   
1981.130.17 20th century (1930-1940) pen and ink drawings on both sides of surgery headed 

paper; artist Geoffrey Sparrow; unsigned.  
 

 

  

   
2010.9.6 20th century (1951-1969) pen and wash drawing; 

artist Geoffrey Sparrow; unsigned; envelope 
addressed to 'The Inmates at the Children's Shop, 
34c Carfax, Horsham, Sx'; text 'My Hat! What 
next'. 

 

   
2010.9.4 20th century (1951-1969) pen and wash drawing: 

signed 'G Sparrow'; text 'Mr Fox - The Huntsman, 
Charlie'. 
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2010.9.9 20th century (1951-1969) pen and wash drawing; 
artist Geoffrey Sparrow; unsigned. 

 

   
2010.9.5 20th century (1951-1969) pen and wash drawing; 

artist Geoffrey Sparrow; signed 'GS'; text 'Mr 
Badger - the Rabbit Catcher'. 

 

   
2010.9.1 20th century (1951-1969) pen and wash drawing; 

artist Geoffrey Sparrow; unsigned; text 'Mrs 
Mouse Domestic Help'. 

 

   
2010.9.10 20th century (1951 -1969) pen and wash drawing; 

artist Geoffrey Sparrow; signed 'GS'; text 'Mr Phox 
the Huntsman!' 
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2010.9.7 20th century (1951-1969) pen and wash drawing; 
artist Geoffrey Sparrow; signed óGSô; text 'Mr Mole 
the Gardiner moles always wear bowlers'. 

 

   
2010.9.11 20th century (1951-1969) pen and wash drawing; 

artist Geoffrey Sparrow; signed 'GS'; text 'P C 
Toad - an arrest at last!'.  

 

   
2010.9.12 20th century (1951-1969) pen and wash drawing; 

artist Geoffrey Sparrow; signed 'GS'; text 'You 
may not know what a peon in his poncho looks 
like? Well this is it! & will you please make it your 
business to find one? Merry Christmas and all that 
- I'll be in Friday as usual to help in the shop! Like 
Hell! Well cheerio, GS'. 

 

   
2010.9.13 20th century (1968) pen and ink drawing; signed 

'Geoffrey Sparrow 68' and 'GS 68' 

. 
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2010.9.14 20th century (1951-1969) postcard print of an 
original drawing; signed 'Geoffrey Sparrowô; text 
'God Rest You Merry Gentlemen'. 

 

   
2010.9.15 20th century (1951-1969) print; original artist 

Geoffrey Sparrow; unsigned. 

 

   
2010.9.16 20th century (1951-1969) sepia toned print on a 

card of an original drawing; signed 'Geoffrey 
Sparrow' and 'G Sparrow'. 

 

   
2010.9.17 20th century (1967) print on a Christmas card of 

an original drawing; signed 'G Sparrow 47' and 
again óGeoffrey Sparrow' in blue ink. 
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2010.9.18 20th century (1951-1969) watercolour painting 
over pencil; artist Geoffrey Sparrow; unsigned.  

 

   
2010.9.19 20th century (1951-1969) print; signed in the 

margin 'Geoffrey Sparrow'; text 'Cleft Oak rails'.  

 

   
1999.385 20th century (1955) engraved print; s mall 

sketch of dogs attacking a fox on the mount; 
signed 'Geoffrey Sparrow/55'; text 'To the 
Crawley and Horsham Foot Followers'. 

 

   
1999.384.1 20th century (1955) print; drawing; signed 

recto 'Geoffrey Sparrow'; text 'Sun and Shadow 
in Freemans Gorse'. 

 

   



08/10/2014  

1999.384.2 20th century (1955) aquatint print; signed recto; 
text 'Dancing Sun and Shadow - Jack Clarke and 
Michael Wood of the Crawley & Horsham in 
Freemans Gorse Sept 55. Drawn and aquatint by 
Geoffrey Sparrow'. 

 

   
1996.1443 20th century (1920-1960) engraved aquatint of 

a coach outside the Free Christian Church in 
Worthing Road, Horsham; text 'The 
Accommodation Coach: London to Worthing 
1812, Approach to Horsham' and 'Engraved in 
aquatint by Dr Geoffrey Sparrowô; also a 
handwritten note detai ling the route of the 
coach. 

 

   
2011.319 20th century (c.1950s) engraved aquatint; title 

óThe Crawley & Horsham in Newell's Roughô; 
signed recto óGeoffrey Sparrow A R Eô; also small 
pencil drawing of a fox in the margin.  

 

   
2011.320 20th century (1952) engraving; signed 'Geoffrey 

Sparrow A R E '; title 'Charlie Denton on the hill' 
in the margin; title 'Sullington 1952' in the print.  
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1999.383 20th century (1964) engraving in aquatint; text 
'Crawley & Horsham hounds running in a fog. 
Jan 21 1964. Found at once in Pickwell and ran 
for nearly 2 hours and killed in the open. Painted 
and engraved by Geoffrey Sparrow'. 

 

   
2008.204 20th century (1964) pencil drawing with 

watercolour wash; artist Geoffrey Sparrow; 
signed recto; text 'Ronnie Shellie 1964'. 

 

   
2007.145 20th century (1952) watercolour painting; artist 

Geoffrey Sparrow; signed 'Sparrow/52'; title óThe 
Little Man at Rowland Ward's' recto. 

 

   
1998.32 20th century (1920-1950) etched print; text 

'Take not out your Hounds on a wet & windy 
day (Peter Beckford)'; titled 'The Beaufort 
Hounds'; signed recto 'Geoffrey Sparrow ARE'. 
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1998.301 20th century (1945-1955) etched print of a 
shrew; titled 'A Neat Little Party'; signed 
'Geoffrey Sparrow ARE' recto. 

 

   
2001.5370 Two 20th century (1936) pencil drawings; text 

óThe image of war with none of its guilt, and 
only five and twenty per cent of its danger - 
Handley Cross'; signed recto 'Geoffrey Sparrow'. 

 

   
2001.3841 
 

20th century (1956) aquatint print; text óGypsy 
Idyll'; signe d recto 'Geoffrey Sparrow ARE'. 

 

   
1998.302 20th century etched; text in margin 'Gypsy Idyll - 

1 of 25 proofs'; signed and dated recto 'Geoffrey 
Sparrow, 1956'. 
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1998.31 20th century (1920 -1950) etched print; text óThe 
Canterbury Pilgrims' and 'Etched by Geoffrey 
Sparrow ARE'. 

 

   
2001.3843 
 

20th century (1958) etched print of Cheltenham 
Racecourse; text óCheltenham 1958'; signed 
recto 'Geoffrey Sparrow/58'. 

 

   
2001.3842 20th century (1948-49) print; original artist 

Geoffrey Sparrow; title 'Crawley & Horsham 
Carfax Meet, '48'; signed recto. 

 

   
1953.243.1 20th century (1940-1966) pen and wash 

drawing; signed recto 'by Pluvius' aka Dr 
Geoffrey Sparrow; text óYou grow it, we buy it'; 
text verso 'Reg Agate, Corn Merchant'. 
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1953.243.2 20th century (1940 -1966) pen and wash 
drawing; signed recto 'by Pluvius' aka Dr 
Geoffrey Sparrow; text óHead of Affairs'; text 
verso 'Mr Bridges, Chairman of Council'. 

 

   
1953.243.3 20th century (1940 -1966) pen and wash 

drawing of Manvell, Horsham station; signed 
recto 'by Pluvius' aka Dr Geoffrey Sparrow. 

 

   
1953.243.4 20th century (1940-1966) pen and wash 

drawing; signed recto 'by Pluvius' aka Dr 
Geoffrey Sparrow; titled 'Traffic Control'; text 
verso 'Valentine Cox, Car Park Attend. Pluvius = 
G Sparrow'. 
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1953.243.5 20th century (1940-1966) pen and wash 
drawing; signed recto 'by Pluvius' aka Dr 
Geoffrey Sparrow'; titles 'King Willow'; text verso 
'Mr Oakes, cricket professionalô. 

 

   
1953.243.6 20th century (1940-1966) pen and wash 

drawing of Charles Denton, huntsman 1928-
1935; signed recto 'by Pluvius' aka Dr Geoffrey 
Sparrow. 

 

   
2012.183 20th century (1957) watercolour painting with 

pen and pencil additions; 'Study of a Cockerel 
and Hen' by Geoffrey Sparrow; signed in capitals 
vertically and dated '57. 

 

   
2010.9.8 20th century (1951-1969) pen and ink drawing; 

artist Geoffrey Sparrow; text 'Gone to ground 
AND it's raining'. 
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1997.637 20th century (1966) watercolour painting; text 
recto 'The Opening Note'; signed recto 'Geoffrey 
Sparrow/66'. 

 

   
2001.3838 20th century (1954) engraved print; titled recto 

'Morris Dancers'; signed recto 'Geoffrey 
Sparrow/54'. 

 

   
1949.88 20th century (1947) watercolour painting; text 

recto 'Carfax, Horsham 26.12.46 C & H Hounds'; 
signed recto 'G Sparrow/47'; text in border of 
mount 'The Crawley & Horsham Hounds. Carfax 
Horsham. Boxing Day 1946'; signed underneath 
'Geoffrey Sparrow'. 

 

   
2001.3792.1 20th century (1951-1969) pencil drawing washed 

with watercolour paint; artist Geoffrey Sparrow . 
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2001.3792.2 20th century (1951-1969) pen and wash; text 
underneath 'Mr Mole the Gardiner'; initialled 
recto 'GS'; artist Geoffrey Sparrow; drawn on the 
back of a 'Reserved' ticket for Dr Sparrow at a 
restaurant; 'Mrs Glaysher' handwritten across 
the bottom.  

 
   
2005.642.3 20th century (1948) watercolour; signed and 

dated 'G Sparrow, 48'; artist Dr Geoffrey 
Sparrow. 

 
   
1998.2647 20th century (1940-1960) print of a downland 

landscape with mounted huntsmen; signed in 
the margin 'Geoffrey Sparrow'; title in margin 
'On the Hill' and a small sketch of a running fox.  

 
   
2001.3833 20th century etched print; ti tled in the margin 

'Now Hastes the Whipper into the other side of 
the Covert'; signed and dated by the artist 
'Geoffrey Sparrow, 1955'. 
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1951.10 20th century (1951) pen and wash drawing; title 
in the margin 'Horsham Town Hall 1750'; signed 
recto in margin 'Geoffrey Sparrow'. 

 
   
1951.11 20th century (1945-1951) pen and wash drawing 

of Market Square leading to the Causeway 
without the  Town Hall; text recto 'Horsham - No 
Town Hall'; signed recto 'Geoffrey Sparrow'. 

 
   
1951.12 20th century (c.1951) pen and wash drawing; 

text on mount 'Horsham Town Hall, 1850'; 
signed on mount 'Geoffrey Sparrow'. 

 
   
2001.3836 20th century (1957) e tched print; text in margin 

'ECH Dorney Common, 1957'; signed in margin 
recto 'Geoffrey Sparrow, ARE'. 

 
   


